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Greetings, dear OWRA Members!
Even though baby season renews every August with the second round of intakes,
this month always signifies a change from the never-ending days of the spring
and summer wildlife surge. Aside from the newer intakes, my focus shifts to the
bulk of remaining releases, to saying good-bye to beloved interns, and to
looking forward to our annual OWRA state conference! Our wonderful co-chairs
Gwen Hoogendoorn and Nicole Hafer-Lipstru have worked hard to prepare an
exciting weekend of learning and networking for all of us, and I’m sure our
membership will reap many benefits of being able to meet in-person once again.
I know that I am looking forward to seeing you all!
OWRA strives to provide opportunities that supports attendance to the
conference through grants and scholarships. If you, or someone you know, needs
financial assistance, please check out the information in this edition and on our
OWRA.org website.
This year, we are offering a very special monetary award to a non-OWRA
member in memory of MaryBeth Taylor of God’s Little Critters. MaryBeth had as
much passion for the rehabilitators and individuals who cared about native
wildlife as she did for the animals in her care. She wanted individuals to be
recognized for their contributions that affected and influenced outcomes for
many. I challenge you to think about people who have influenced you, your work
with wildlife, and/or someone who has left an impression because of their work
to elicit positive changes or contributions affecting wildlife rehabilitation. We
can all think of someone. Please take the time to nominate them for this honor.
Please remember to take care of yourself and stay safe!
See you in November!
Kristen Beck
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OWRA CONFERENCE NOV 5-7 2021 IS ON!
Join us IN-PERSON for the 28th Annual OWRA Conference, 5-7 November
2021, at the Columbus Marriott NW, 5605 Blazer Parkway, Dublin, Ohio
43017. We are so pleased to welcome our guest speakers, Naturalist Harvey
Webster and Herpetologist Doug Wynn.
NEW! This year we are adding a fourth concurrent session of pre-recorded,
advanced classes taught by subject matter experts such as Dr. Lynn Miller
(New Zealand), Dr. Robert Adamski (Unity College, Maine), Dr. Nicki
Rosenhagen (PAWS, Washington) and many more!
Workshops will consist of two Intro to Wildlife courses, Rabies Vector Species,
Project Wild, Turtle Therapy, Multi-Species Gavage Feeding, Wing Wraps,
Fluid Therapy. Workshop registration is seperate from conference and
seating is limited. You do NOT have to register for the conference to register
for a workshop.
Sessions include beginner and advanced Squirrels, Mink and Eastern
Cottontail Rabbits. Laser Therapy, Creance Flying, Bobcat, Beaver, Bats and
more! Don’t miss out!
Early bird registration for members-only opens on 1 Sep. Open registration
for all begins on 9 Sep.
For more information and conference registration visit: www.owra.org.

Workshop COVID Disclaimer:
NOTE: If the hotel management makes the decision to put COVID restrictions in place, this
will limit the number of people allowed in the workshop rooms. Should this happen, the first
to register for the event will maintain their seats while the most recent registrations will be
refunded. We greatly apologize for the inconvenience.
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OWRA NEEDS YOU!
Call for Nominations for the OWRA Board
Nominations and applications for the Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association
Board of Trustees are now being accepted. All applications must be submitted
by October 1.
There are three positions to be filled. OWRA board of trustees is a state-wide
representation of individuals deeply committed to native wildlife, and
wildlife rehabilitation and education.
Here is what we are looking for:
PHOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH

Attendance at all board meetings unless the absence is excused by the rest
of the board.
A willingness to commit significant amounts of time.
Acceptance and completion of defined responsibilities – officer position,
committee chairs, major projects.
An understanding of the fiduciary responsibility of a board member;
maintaining people’s trust and confidence when required, thoughtful and
impartial decision-making, fiscal responsibility and administrative
oversight of projects.
Board members whose terms are expiring are also eligible to be nominated
and run again.
All applications will be reviewed and approved by the nominating committee.
After the nominating committee agrees upon a slate of candidates, the names
of the candidates and their qualifications will be reviewed by the board. The
slate of candidates will then be presented to the OWRA membership at the
annual Member’s Meeting held during the Saturday lunch at the annual
November OWRA Conference.
Persons who have questions or who wish to request and complete a
nomination application should email vicepresident@owra.org. The deadline
for nominations is October 31.
Forms from last year are void and would need to be resubmitted if those
individuals are still interested in obtaining a position on the Board of
Trustees.
- Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association, 2021 Nominating Committee
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CONFERENCE FEATURED SPEAKERS
Harvey Webster's last day at the Cleveland
Museum of Natural History may have been
December 30, 2020, but his work of being an
ambassador to the natural world is a life-long one.
At a young age he developed a passion for birding
through walks at Holden Arboretum with his
mother, and turned his garage into his very own
natural history museum. Four years after
graduating from Cornell, he started at the
PHOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH

Cleveland Museum of Natural History curating the
museums' Ralph Perkins Wildlife Center where he
stayed until his retirement.

Photo of Doug Wynn receiving the
ODNR Cardinal Award in 2020

Doug Wynn has been involved in more
than 250 research projects dealing with
snake conservation in Ohio. He has
authored multiple publications and
made presentations at the local,
national, and international level about
snakes, their habitat, and importance
to our ecosystem. His work in the areas
of snake research, conservation, and
education has led to a better
understanding of this species,
particularly many critically endangered
ones. Doug is a valuable partner and
asset to all the divisions of ODNR,
especially the Division of Wildlife. He’s
never too busy to return a call or step
up when asked for assistance. He is
committed to educating others about
the importance of conservation by the
generations of conservationists he has
inspired and trained. A dedicated
sportsman, educator, and researcher,
Doug is passionate about sharing the
message of conservation with people of
all ages.

“I'm incredibly proud that I've spent my
professional career with one singular institution,”
Webster said. “My central thesis in museums is, it's
not about your collections, it's not about your
curatorial expertise, it's not about the genius of
your interpreters or the extraordinary people that
assemble your collections. It's about how you
engage your audiences, because the point of it,
whether you're an art museum or history museum
or science center or whatever else, it's, you know,
the gold standard is engagement. How are you
using these tools to be able to engage your
audiences and hopefully try and, you know, effect
some change in them?”

Photo by Laura Dempsey
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OWRA CONFERENCE GRANTS, SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS
OWRA’s mission is to promote wildlife conservation by providing resources to wildlife
rehabilitators, educators and the community. This is done, in part, by providing
funding for educational opportunities.

OWRA EDUCATIONAL GRANT
Annual Conference and Pre-Conference Workshop Grants
A limited number of grants are available to help pay conference registration fees, and
hotel accommodations for those in need. For more information on grant policies please
go to www.owra.org/grants
Funding up to $300
Available to members and nonmembers
Application submission for Annual Conference funding: September 2-September 30
Recipients will be notified by October 7

BETTY ROSS EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP
OWRA is an organization with a mission built on communication and networking,
while providing each of us with many resources to reach our goals. The OWRA Board
of Trustees will award one OWRA member with the Betty Ross Education Scholarship
annually. As one of our original leaders, visionaries and founders of OWRA, Betty Ross
has dedicated her life to building professionalism that is expected by all wildlife
rehabilitators and educators in Ohio.
In 250 words or less, tell us how your work as a wildlife rehabilitator, educator or
volunteer will help carry on the ideals on which the Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators
Association was established.
Funding will include: OWRA Conference registration fee, one pre-conference
workshop fee, hotel accommodations and NWRA educational material. Total value
of $375.
This is a member’s only award.
Application submission for Betty Ross Educational Scholarship: September 2September 30
Recipients will be notified by October 7
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GRANTS, SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS CONT.

....

MARIBETH TAYLOR AWARD
The Maribeth Taylor Award is a new award as of 2019. This award recognizes an
individual’s selfless contribution to the preservation and/or rehabilitation of
wildlife in Ohio.
The award, initiated by Maribeth’s daughter, Lynne Bayley, honors her mother’s
active role in doing what she loved - to protect and rescue injured wildlife and
create a habitat in which wild animals could thrive. Maribeth established God’s
Little Critters, Inc. in 1994 and was a licensed wildlife rehabilitator until her death
in 2018.
This year, OWRA and Maribeth’s family encourage you to nominate a
rehabilitator, volunteer, veterinarian, or just an everyday person making a
difference for wildlife. Nominees may be your friends, colleagues, family
members, a local community wildlife supporter, or an individual that has gone
above and beyond their call of duty.
A nominee may be unique in their ideas or accomplishments and have had an
impact with animals and the resources on which they thrive. Sharing their story
could compel them to continue their work and perhaps follow Maribeth’s footsteps
with her rehabilitation efforts and involvement with OWRA.
This award is presented annually to one non-OWRA member (no selfnominations).
The recipient will be awarded $500 and a one year membership to OWRA.
Application submission for Maribeth Taylor Award: September 2-September 30
Recipients will be notified by October 7.

For additional information, policies and application forms visit:
www.owra.org/grants or email questions to grants@owra.org.
Completed applications for grants, scholarships and awards should be
sent to Sharon Doerge via email to grants@owra.org or 19483 Beach
Cliff Blvd, Rocky River, Ohio 44116.
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REACH AND TEACH:
OWRA Mentorship Program
A Mentorship Program through the Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association
In an effort to support and encourage new individuals to the field of wildlife
rehabilitation, OWRA has launched Reach & Teach. This mentorship program is
designed to offer assistance to members who have completed OWRA's introduction
to Wildlife Rehabilitation training. OWRA is inviting member facilities and
individuals permitted through the Ohio Division of Wildlife to reach out and teach
new rehabilitators through methods such as on-premise volunteering, facility tours
to share ideas, and/or phone availability to offer device. Contact us today to help
you start building community connections! mail to: reachandteach@owra.org
g or 19483 Beach Cliff Blvd, Rocky River, Ohio 44116.

OWRA ICEBREAKER:
We Deserve a Vacation!
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CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE REPORTED BY ODNR
COLUMBUS, Ohio – The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of
Wildlife has identified a second positive test for Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in
a wild white-tailed deer in Wyandot County. The mature doe was harvested in
January during a controlled hunt on the Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area refuge, within
2 miles of the first positive location.
CWD is a fatal neurological disease that affects white-tailed deer and other similar
species, including mule deer, elk, and moose. According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, there is no strong evidence that CWD is transmissible to
humans.
The first CWD-positive deer was a mature buck taken by a hunter on private
property and confirmed in December 2020. The Division of Wildlife implemented its
CWD response plan, which included enhanced surveillance within a 10-mile radius
of the first positive location. Mandatory deer disease sample collection occurred
during controlled hunts at Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area, which is how the second
positive was detected. The second positive deer allows wildlife professionals to
focus CWD management efforts as surveillance and testing in the area continue.
The Division of Wildlife has conducted routine surveillance for CWD since 2002,
testing more than 30,000 deer without finding a CWD-positive deer in the wild
herd. In 2020, approximately 4,500 deer were tested statewide. CWD has
previously been detected at captive deer breeding facilities in Ohio. Find more
information about Ohio’s CWD surveillance at wildohio.gov.
Hunters should take precautions when handling and processing any harvested
deer. Hunters may have a harvested deer tested at the Ohio Department of
Agriculture’s Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory for a fee. Call (614) 728-6220
for more information.
Precautions When Field Dressing and Processing
To decrease the risk of CWD exposure, hunters should follow these steps:
Wear rubber gloves.
De-bone meat from the animal.
Disinfect cutting tools and surfaces with a 40% household bleach solution. (Best results at
least 5-minute soak in the solution.)
Double-bag leftover carcass parts. Dispose of the bag through your garbage service.
Minimize handling of brain and spinal tissues.
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YOU HAVE VALUABLE SKILLS!
How to get involved with OWRA
OWRA is only as good as its members and volunteers, so lend us your skills and
talents to help us serve Ohio's rehabilitators better! Scroll through the Board job
descriptions and see how you may be able to help fill a roll:
www.owra.org/board_jobs
Want to be involved but not sure you are ready for a board commitment? No
problem! Reach out to a committee chair and see how you can help.
Join us for our annual member's meeting at the November conference or flag down
any board member during the weekend to learn how you can help OWRA flourish.

"MYSTERY BIRD DISEASE" STILL PREVELENT IN OHIO
ODNR Update August 20, 2021
As of August 20th, we are maintaining our recommendation to continue the
cessation of feeding. We are still receiving reports of finches and a few other
species with conjunctivitis symptoms throughout the state. Please be aware of these
other diseases commonly seen in songbirds. We will continue to monitor reports
and provide an update at the beginning of September. The following pathogens
have not been detected in any birds tested, based on results received to date:
Salmonella and Chlamydia (bacterial pathogens); avian influenza virus, West Nile
virus and other flaviviruses, Newcastle disease virus and other paramyxoviruses,
herpesviruses and poxviruses; and Trichomonas parasites. Transmission electron
microscopy and additional diagnostic tests, including microbiology, virology,
parasitology, and toxicology are ongoing.
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Board of Trustees
Kristen Beck
President and IWR Chairman
Clover Field Wildlife Care
Stark County (3)
president@owra.org
iwr@owra.org

A Healthy Dose of Binational Cooperation:
NWF excerpt : Mike Shriberg
If you look at a map of our five Great Lakes, you’ll see a
line running through the middle of four of them, marking
the aquatic border between the U.S. and Canada.

Heather Tuttle
Vice President
Back to the Wild
Erie County (3)
vicepresident@owra.org
Sharon Doerge
Secretary/Grants Chair
Cuyahoga County (3)
secretary@owra.org
Judith Vaughn
Treasurer
Crows Hollow Wildlife Care
Union County (1)
treasurer@owra.org
Stormy Gibson
Membership/Reach & Teach Chair
Ohio Wildlife Center
Franklin (1)
membership@owra.org
reachandteach@owra.org
Gwen Hoogendoorn
Conference Chair
Ohio Wildlife Center
Franklin County (1)
conference@owra.org
Nicole Hafer-Lipstreau
Muskingum County (1)
animalplacement@owra.org
Rebecca Jaramillo
Newsletter Chair
Glen Helen Raptor Center
Greene County (5)
newsletter@owra.org
Stephanie Carlson
St. Mel’s Wildlife Rescue
Clermont County (5)

But if you spend any time on the Lakes themselves, you’ll
never see any such line. The borders we humans have
invented don’t affect the motion of the water that fills
our Lakes. Or the movement of the fish, animals, and
plants living in and around them. Or the trail of
pollutants we ourselves have allowed into the
environment.
But political borders do matter. Human activity has a
dramatic impact on the Great Lakes ecosystem, which
crosses two nations and numerous indigenous, state,
provincial, and local jurisdictions. Each government has
its own laws, regulations, and resources, which means
there is no pathway to protecting our natural heritage
that does not include a healthy dose of binational
cooperation.
That’s why the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement
(GLWQA) is so important. It was signed by U.S.
President Richard Nixon and Canadian Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau nearly fifty years ago on April 13, 1972.
(Fun fact: at a dinner the night before, Nixon raised a
toast “to the future prime minister of Canada – Justin
Pierre Trudeau.” The younger Trudeau was just four
months old at the time – but Nixon’s prediction did come
true, 43 years later.)
Read the rest of the article
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ANIMAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
OWRA offers its membership a service to help place non-releasable animals and to
locate suitable candidates for education/display. To place an animal in the placement
service, request a species, or for more information about the service, contact
animalplacement@owra.org.
You can find the Placement Service listings on the OWRA website at
www.owra.org/placement

Animals needing placement

Animals wanted:

Red-eared Slider Turtle

Peregrine Falcon

Woodland Box Turtles (11) - aka Eastern Box

American Kestrels (4)

Turtles

Eastern Screech Owl (4)

Midland Painted Turtles (7)

Long-eared Owl (2)

Yellow-bellied Slider with display tank

Saw-whet Owl (4)

PHOTO BY MARTIN
Red-tailed
Hawk
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Short-eared Owl (2)

Stripped Skunk (male, unaltered) -Pending

Snowy Owl (5)

Virginia Opossum

Cuckoos: Yellow-billed and black-billed

Albino Eastern Grey Squirrel (Pending)

Neotropical birds

Turkey Vulture (Pending)

Bats (flighted and non-flighted)

Black Vulture (Pending)

Songbirds/Passerines

Eastern Cottontail Rabbit

Amphibians: Salamanders
Snakes: Corn, Brown, Rat, Queen, Milk
Bittern (American)
Cooper's Hawk
Bobcat
Coots
Southern Flying Squirrel
Cranes and herons
Native Snakes (2)
Northern Harrier
Virginia Opossum
Red-shouldered Hawk
Goldeneye Duck
Sandhill Crane (Imprinted colt)
Skunk (descented)
Crow (2)

OWRA Mission
Promote wildlife conservation
by providing resources to
wildlife rehabilitators,
educators, and the community.

