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New Year’s Greetings to OWRA Members!
Welcoming a new year provides time for reflection and purpose. It is a time where we
can look at past experiences to help prioritize meaningful goals in all areas of our lives.
Our experiences can serve as an inspirational platform and help shape our new year’s
resolutions to make us a better version of ourselves. In the field of wildlife
rehabilitation, we are always learning and those educational moments come to us from
varied experiences. OWRA takes great pride in offering an annual state conference to
assist wildlife rehabilitators and nature educators in their efforts. We are thankful to
our co-chairs Gwen and Nicole, for their tireless efforts to produce such an outstanding
educational experience. My hope is that everyone was able to glean new ideas and
information to implement in the 2022 rehab season.
As we head into 2022, there is one board update to mention. Although she will remain
active with OWRA committees, Sharon Doerge has decided to step off the board.
Sharon, and her attention to detail, will be greatly missed. She served OWRA as
Secretary, Newsletter editor, and Grants co-chairman, but her heart for Ohio
rehabilitators is one of her greatest contributions. Sharon always noticed the little
things that others overlooked, and she took time to reach out whenever she knew of a
need. She also had a way of letting people know that they were appreciated. Her
kindness was contagious. We are grateful for Sharon’s service to the board and to our
membership and we look forward to continued collaborations as we move ahead.
We would like to welcome Barbara Ray back to the board, along with Stephanie Carlson
and Gwen Hoogendoorn for another term. It is a delight to have you all serving again.
It is membership renewal time!! If you have not renewed your 2022 OWRA Membership,
the time is now. Our mere $20 annual membership fee includes member rates for all
OWRA events throughout the year, access to our non-releasable animal ambassador
placement list, and our quarterly newsletters. Log in www.owra.org and renew today!

I hope that the holiday season has been peaceful and has left you refreshed.
Looking ahead, if serving OWRA is something that you would like to do in 2022,
we welcome your input. There are many areas to get involved.
Wishing you the best in 2022,
Kristen Beck
President
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AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS FROM 2021
While 2021 continued to be a challenging year, OWRA was able to recognize
three individuals for the award and scholarship programs.
The Betty Ross Scholarship is an award presented annually. Named after the
founder of OWRA, this scholarship has an emphasis on education with regard
to wildlife. The award recipient receives complimentary conference
attendance, hotel accommodations and the NWRA Principles of Wildlife
Rehabilitation. This year’s individual was Alyssa Shumac.
"Receiving the Betty Ross Scholarship means a lot to me. It has allowed me to
meet many awesome people in the rehab field as well as conservation. In
receiving this scholarship I was able to attend conference and build my skills
and confidence to better prepare me for my own adventure in the field of
wildlife rehabilitation. I am grateful to have been chosen for this honor and I
intend to put my new skills to good use and hopefully lighten everyone’s
workload!" ~ Alyssa Shumac
The Maribeth Taylor Award was given out for the first time this year. This
award recognizes an individual’s selfless contribution to the preservation
and/or rehabilitation of wildlife in Ohio. Lynne Bayley, Maribeth’s daughter,
initiated the award to honor her late mother’s role in doing what she loved to protect and rescue injured wildlife and create a habitat in which wild
animals could thrive. A monetary stipend and complimentary one year
membership to OWRA are included in the award. The 2020 and 2021
recipients are Christine Avery and Nicole Frederick.

We all know a rehabilitator or educator, volunteer, veterinarian, business
partner or other individual or group who has made a unique, important or
extraordinary contribution to wildlife rehabilitation in the State of Ohio!
Be thinking about who you may know that deserves recognition for their
efforts!
Categories include:
Distinguished Contribution/Wildlife Excellence
Outstanding New Rehabilitator/Volunteer
Excellence in Rehabilitation Support- Veterinarian
Community Partners Recognition
Special Awards- Presented to members or nonmembers, individuals,
agencies or organizations whose service to OWRA, wildlife rehabilitation
and its membership does not fit into one of the standard categories.
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AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS CONT.
"First, I want to thank OWRA for the amazing work you do, and for the staff
at the Glen Helen Raptor Center for nominating me for the Maribeth Taylor
Award. I know how blessed I am to have had mentorship into the world of
wildlife rehab through such experienced rehabbers as Betty Ross and
Rebecca Jaramillo. I joined this community because my heart was broken
from loss. My own life was shattered and I was still learning to put the pieces
back together. Giving forward into the world has always brought me joy, so
lending my skills to Glen Helen was healing, even if my only skills at the time
were an ability to carry water buckets and scrub down enclosures! I’d never
seen a raptor up close when I began and since I had zero knowledge, I
watched
and listened, as often as I could. The staff was so patient with me,
PHOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH
and when I hd a good foundation of knowledge from them, I went out into
the world to learn new skills they didn’t have yet, so that I would have
something to give back to them. I hope to continue that with this
membership, maybe even start working toward my own rehab license this
year! On this journey I’ve made wonderful friendships, released beautiful
birds, gained an amazing new hobby and a few fascinating new scars, but
healed from the brokenness that brought me to the world of rehab in the first
place. I’m honored to receive an award for volunteering with wildlife
rehabbers, but the truth is that they (and the amazing wildlife they do it for)
gave to me so much more than I will ever be able to give back. Giving freely
to bring healing is what sets rehabbers apart, and sometimes they do it
without even knowing that they are. I am a testament of that, and it is a
legacy I hope to pass on." ~ Christine Avery: Glen Helen Raptor Center

"I’m so very grateful to have received the Maribeth Taylor Award! There is so
much work that needs to be done to accomplish our missions in wildlife
rehabilitation in Ohio. Much of it isn’t very glamorous, but all important, and
it takes a whole team of dedicated people to get everything done. With the
generous monetary gift that came with the award, I plan to spoil our team a
little with a fun group activity as well as some education training sessions so
we can collectively be more prepared for doing this important work. A
gracious thank you to Jamie and Laura for the nomination, Maribeth Taylor
and her daughter, Lynne, and OWRA for the honor. No one does this work for
the attention, but it sure is heartwarming when the work is recognized.
Thank you kindly." ~ Nicole Frederick: Nature’s Nursery
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TIPS FOR THE THRIFTY REHABBER - by Peggy Popp
Helpful Organizations
There are numerous organizations that like nothing better than to supply wildlife
rescue operations with helpful items. Some of the ones I have recently
encountered include:
Baby Warm:
Baby Warm works with wildlife rehabilitators to help them raise the funds to
purchase Brinsea incubators. The incubators are offered for a discounted cost, and
many helpful suggestions are offered to run a successful fundraising campaign.
HOTO BY
M A R Tare
I N R . not
S M I Ta
H registered non-profit, Baby Warm offers a way for the
For Pthose
who

donations to be tax deductible. Once an incubator has been funded and received
you become a member of the “Baby Warm Club” and have access to raffles,
giveaways, and special offers.
www.babywarm.org
Relief Crafters of America:
Relief Crafters of America is an organization of crafters across the country making
items for wildlife rehabilitators, animal rescues, and others. You indicate the
items you would like to receive and boxes magically appear on your doorstep
filled with bedding and enrichment items.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2192973354331227/
Cuddle Coats:
The Cuddle Coats organization gathers donated fur coats and accessories,
removes fasteners etc, then sends enormous boxes FULL of furs for wildlife
rehabilitators to use with their orphaned wildlife. Some of these coats and stoles
and wraps are seriously luxurious, and many orphans seem to find them
comforting.
http://cuddlecoats.com/
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TIPS FOR THE THRIFTY REHABBER CONT.
CARA, Crafters & Artisans for Rescued Animals:
Much like Relief Crafters of America except organized in a slightly different fashion
and more formalized. Fill out a wish list and provide specifications and boxes
magically appear on your doorstep full of wonderful things. I’ve received boxes from
New England, the east coast, and the most recent one came from WI and had Bucky
Badger fleece cage pads, snuggle sacks, and some large warmer pads (heat in the
microwave, and set the baby on during feedings).
https://www.craftersforrescuedanimals.com/
Kong Cares:
Limited quantities of slightly imperfect KONG toys (Cares) available at a discounted
rate for 501c3 animal-related organizations (cat and dog items). Not being a
registered non profit I have not been able to take advantage of this offer, but I’ve
heard you can get some great items.
https://www.kongcompany.com/kong-cares

Other funding opportunities:
National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association https://www.nwrawildlife.org/page/funding_opportunities
International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council - https://theiwrc.org/helene-scholarship
Oxbow Animal Health - https://www.oxbowanimalhealth.com/the-oxbowway/appreciation/annual-rescue-grants
Ohio Animal Foundation - http://www.ohioanimalfoundation.org/grants/
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WILD AT HART RECEIVES NWRA GRANT FOR BAT ENCLOSURE
by Elizabeth Hartman
Wild At Hart Wildlife is a 501c3 non-profit for wildlife rehabilitation located in
Zanesville Ohio, focusing on mammals, including RVS. As we began to receive
more & more bats into care, we wanted to create a space that would provide
optimal rehabilitation for these unique animals, giving orphaned bats an
opportunity to build their flight muscles & test their skills, while also allowing
injured adult bats a safe place to recuperate. As an NWRA member, we applied
for the NWRA Cage Building Grant for 2021 to build a new bat flight enclosure &
we were thrilled when it was announced at the virtual 2021 NWRA Symposium
that we had been selected as one of the recipients for this award.

Where did we start & how did
we build this enclosure? A
requirement of the scholarship
was that the enclosure must
meet minimum standards. At a
20' diameter & 8' height,
peaking to 10' at the center of
the roof, it meets the newest
2021 edition of NWRA/IWRC standards for foliage-roosting bats & exceeds that
for our most commonly admitted crevice-dwelling bats. We reached out to
another bat rehabilitator for advice & by suggestion, we chose a hexagon shape
for the flight enclosure & immediately found the bats needed less
encouragement from us to sustain flight as opposed to the rectangle shape we
had previously been using. We utilized a small diameter coated hardware cloth,
small enough to keep predators out & ensures bats can't escape, but large
enough to allow insects to enter, which provides both a natural food source
supplement to mealworms as well as creates enrichment opportunities through
practice foraging. The roof is shingled, giving shelter from some of the elements
& furnishings include various, securely attached roosting spots throughout the
enclosure including large slabs of natural bark, wooden shutters, a bat house,
foam pool accessories, artificial leaves & weather-resistant huts. Lastly,
interlocking foam squares cover the floor-making any crash landings much
safer.
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WILD AT HART RECEIVES NWRA GRANT FOR BAT ENCLOSURE CONT.
We then decided to expand upon the original design & built three very small indoor
rooms attached to the enclosure. The first room includes a spot for feeding &
treatments, storage for bedding & dishes, a mini refrigerator for mealworms &
space for a hibernation wine cooler & incubator. The second room is for bats that
need to be housed inside with climate control as necessary & a third smaller room
serves as a quarantine area. We are excited to continue to move forward & grow
our bat rehabilitation program here at Wild At Hart. We would be more than
happy to answer any questions, give details/specifics & share the information we
learned while designing & building the enclosure, we can be reached at
wildhelp@wildathart.org.

EMERGING AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES UPDATE
Here are some links to the most recent science regarding SARS-CoV2 in animals.
The CDC, in collaboration with many partners such as the Wildlife Diseases Health
Laboratory, IDEXX, Zoetis, One Health and many individual labs and veterinarians,
have studied COVID in about 150 animal species, and determined COVID
susceptibility in several of them. OWRA will continue to provide updates on the
webpages as important information regarding our Ohio wildlife is released or
published. As always, employ good quarantine and isolation protocols for wildlife
that presents with possible disease or neurological signs and use proper PEP for
both the safety of handlers as well as to prevent spreading illness among wildlife
patients and education animal collections.
A good overview of on-going study of viral evolution in animals:
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/risk-of-new-variants-arising-when-animalscatch-coronavirus-from-humans-2637585
Study of Virus Evolution at Colorado State especially regarding COVID in felines
https://scitechdaily.com/emerging-mutations-viral-evolution-in-animals-couldreveal-future-of-covid-19/
Omicron may have come from a rodent source
https://www.livescience.com/omicron-origin-theory-rodents
COVID is circulating among white-tailed deer populations
https://apple.news/A-3Da79i-RnWNLhOidw2dyg
Visit the CDC website for current information on animals and COVID
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/animals.html
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2022 OHIO WILDLIFE DIVERSITY CONFERENCE COMING SOON
The 2022 Ohio Wildlife Diversity Conference will be held on March 1, 2022.
About the Wildlife Diversity Conference:
Ohio’s event is the largest single-day wildlife diversity conference in the country.
The first Ohio Wildlife Diversity Conference was held at The Ohio State University in
1985 with 40 people in attendance. In 2020, approximately 1,000 people attended
the daylong event. Registration will open January 24th at www.wildohio.gov.

DETECTION of H5N1 in CAROLINAS
WASHINGTON, January 18, 2022 – The United States Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has confirmed two
additional findings of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in wild birds – one
in Colleton County, South Carolina and one in Hyde County, North Carolina. These
finds follow confirmation on January 14, 2022 of HPAI in a wild bird in Colleton
County, South Carolina. All three findings are H5N1 HPAI.
These findings are not unexpected, as wild birds can be infected with HPAI and
show no signs of illness. They can carry the disease to new areas when migrating.
APHIS anticipates additional wild bird findings as our robust wild bird sampling
program continues into the spring.
APHIS will post these and all future wild bird findings on its website on a weekly
basis. Stakeholders should check the website on a routine basis, as no future
stakeholder announcements are planned for wild bird findings.
Since wild birds can be infected with these viruses without appearing sick, people
should minimize direct contact with wild birds by using gloves. If contact occurs,
wash your hands with soap and water, and change clothing before having any
contact with healthy domestic poultry and birds. Hunters should dress game birds
in the field whenever possible and practice good biosecurity to prevent any
potential disease spread. Biosecurity information is available at:
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/animal_health/2015/fsc_hpai_hunters.
pdf.
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Board of Trustees

Kristen Beck
President
7221 Elmhurst Ave NW
North Canton, OH 44720
Home: 330-499-5788
Email: president@owra.org
Stark (3)

Heather Tuttle; Back To The Wild
Vice President
4504 Bardshar Rd.
Castalia, OH 44824
Work: 419-684-9539
Email: vicepresident@owra.org
Erie (2)
Stormy Gibson; Ohio Wildlife Center
Cell: 614-315-5592
Email: membership@owra.org
Delaware (1)
Barbara Ray
RSV Workshop Coordinator
Emerging Infectious Disease Committee
614.535.6442
Union (1)
Gwen Hoogendoorn
Ohio Wildlife Center
13963 Chambers Road
Sunbury, Ohio 43074
Cell: 614-206-1246
E-mail: conference@owra.org
Delaware County (1)

RECOVERING AMERICA'S WILDLIFE ACT:
WASHINGTON, DC – January 19, 2022 – Today, a major
win for America’s wildlife was accomplished, renewing
hope for bipartisan cooperation in the U.S. Congress.
The U.S. House Committee on Natural Resources voted in
favor of passing the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act
(H.R.2773) out of committee to advance the bill one
important step closer toward passage. The bill was
favorably reported by a majority of members of the
committee including Republicans and Democrats,
highlighting the importance of wildlife conservation to
both parties and unifying the Congress with a shared
goal of advancing this historic bill that is so desperately
needed to fund wildlife conservation in America.
The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act was introduced by
Representatives Debbie Dingell (D-MI) and Jeff
Fortenberry (R-NE) in the 117th Congress on Earth Day
last year. The bill will dedicate $1.3 billion annually to
state fish and wildlife agencies to implement their
science-based wildlife action plans and an additional
$97.5 million for tribal fish and wildlife managers to
conserve fish and wildlife on tribal lands and waters.

Judith Vaughn
Secretary
19230 State Route 739
Richwood, OH 43340
Crows Hollow Wildlife Center
Work: 614-535-6441
Email: secretary@owra.org
Union (1)

This will provide dedicated funding, so state and tribal

Rebecca Jaramillio
Glen Helen Raptor Center
1075 OH-343
Yellow Springs, OH 45387
Work: 937-769-1902
Greene (5)

an estimated 33,000 jobs each year restoring natural

Stephanie Carlson
St. Melangell's Small Mammal Sanctuary
Batavia, OH
Work: 513-658-5955
Clermont (5)

wildlife conservation funding bill in a generation.

Nicole Hafer
Muskingham (4)

wildlife managers can proactively conserve fish and
wildlife species of greatest conservation need in a
voluntary, non-regulatory manner before federal listing
under the Endangered Species Act is warranted. This bill
will get Americans back to work immediately, creating
resources and bolstering community resilience while
protecting our valuable natural infrastructure. This bill
currently has 151 bipartisan cosponsors in the House and
32 in the Senate and is perhaps the most impactful

Learn more
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ANIMAL PLACEMENT SERVICE
OWRA offers its membership a service to help place non-releasable animals and to
locate suitable candidates for education/display. To place an animal in the placement
service, request a species, or for more information about the service, contact
animalplacement@owra.org.
You can find the Placement Service listings on the OWRA website at
www.owra.org/placement

ANIMALS NEEDING PLACEMENT
Bald Eagles (3)- Adults
Woodland Box Turtles (3)
Midland Painted Turtle

Animals wanted:
Peregrine Falcon
American Kestrels (4)
Eastern Screech Owl (4)
Long-eared Owl (2)

Red-tailed Hawk (3)

Saw-whet Owl (4)

P H O T O B YSkunk
M A R T I N (male,
R . S M I T H unaltered)
Stripped

Short-eared Owl (2)

Turkey Vulture

Snowy Owl (5)

Black Vulture
Screech Owl - Display only
Coopers Hawk

Cuckoos: Yellow-billed and black-billed
Neotropical birds
Bats (flighted and non-flighted)
Songbirds/Passerines
Amphibians: Salamanders
Snakes: Corn, Brown, Rat, Queen, Milk
Bittern (American)
Cooper's Hawk
Bobcat
Coots
Southern Flying Squirrel
Cranes and herons
Native Snakes (2)
Northern Harrier
Virginia Opossum
Red-shouldered Hawk
Goldeneye Duck
Sandhill Crane (Imprinted colt)
Skunk (descented)
Crow (2)

OWRA Mission
Promote wildlife conservation
by providing resources to
wildlife rehabilitators,
educators, and the community.

